
 

 

 

THE AGGIE EXPRESS 

B E A L  C I T Y  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  

 

Newsletter Date   February, 2016 

The School Board meetings are held on the third Monday of every month unless otherwise noted.  The 

start time for this year's meetings will be at 7:00 p.m.  This year's meeting schedule is as follows: 

 

Monday, January 18, 2016   Organizational Meeting  6:30 p.m. 

Monday, January 18, 2016 Regular Meeting   7:00 p.m. 

Monday, February 15, 2016      7:00 p.m. 

Monday, March 21, 2016      7:00 p.m. 

Monday, April 18, 2016      7:00 p.m. 

Monday, May 16, 2016      7:00 p.m. 

Monday, June 27, 2016       Budget Hearing    6:30 p.m.  

Monday, June 27, 2016       Regular Meeting   7:00 p.m. 

Monday, July 18, 2016      7:00 p.m. 

Monday, August 15, 2016      7:00 p.m. 

Monday, September 19, 2016     7:00 p.m. 

Monday, October 17, 2016      7:00 p.m. 

Monday, November 21, 2016     7:00 p.m.  

Monday, December 19, 2016      7:00 p.m. 

Monday, January 16, 2017      Organizational Meeting  6:30 p.m. 

Monday, January 16, 2017      Regular Meeting   7:00 p.m. 
 

    School Board Officers Elected  

The following school board officers were elected at their annual Organizational Meeting held 

on Monday, January 18, 2016: 

   

   Denise McBride   President 

   Rod Cole    Vice President 

   Kari Rojas    Secretary 

   Bob Pasch    Treasurer 

   Jane Finnerty   Trustee 

   Curt Gottschalk   Trustee 

   Ron Neyer    Trustee 

Correction from the January Aggie Express: 

Bob Pasch 

Bob has been a member of the Board of Education for 13 years and is currently the Treasurer 

of the Board.  Bob is a farmer in our local community.  Bob and his wife Mary have four chil-

dren; Sara (Kory) Mindel, Abe (Misty) Pasch, Molly (Shawn) Graham and Joe (DeAnna Jewell) 

Pasch and 8 grandchildren.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      ***Staff Member of the Month*** 

 The Beal City Board of Education, in appreciation of the 

hard work that is done by all staff members of Beal City Public 

Schools, would like to honor a staff member each month for their 

service to the students and community of Beal City.  This 

month’s honoree is Mark Pittsley. 

     Mr. Pittsley has been employed with the Beal City Public School District for the past 23 

years. He is dedicated to the school, community and students and is always willing to go 

above and beyond his regular duties to help students achieve. He has started a Chess Club at 

lunch time and has many students participate in the Club. Mr. Pittsley has also started a Robot-

ics Team, which is new this school year. He has 15 members on the Robotics Team made up of 

male and female students. He continues to make himself available to students and parents be-

fore school, at lunch time, during his prep time as well as after school for anyone who may 

need additional assistance. Mr. Pittsley’s commitment to the Beal City School District is recog-

nized and deeply appreciated. 

    The Beal City Robotics Team 
    We became aware of the First Robotics Competition (FRC) program af-

ter receiving an email asking if anyone would be willing to start a team at 

Beal City. It has been said the program is as close to real-world engineer-

ing as a student will get. The program combines the excitement of sports 

with the rigors of science and technology. Under strict rules, limited re-

sources, and an intense six-week time limit, teams are challenged to raise 

funds, design a team, and build an industrial-size robot to play a difficult 

field game against competitors. 

   The program was founded in 1989 by Dean Kamen, and is often referred 

to simply as FIRST.  FIRST is an acronym meaning “For Inspiration and 

Recognition of Science and Technology” and now has programs at all grade levels. Research 

has documented that over 88% of students participating in FIRST have more interest in school, 

90% have more interest in taking a challenging math or science course, and 90 % are more 

interested in attending college.  

   The State of Michigan has more teams than any other state. This might be due to an 

$18,000.00 incentive it offers to new teams. This money covers the basic costs of the program 

but is much lower than the annual amount spent by the average team. Students are exposed to 

sophisticated software, hardware, and power tools, some with hefty price tags. A team must 

build and compete with a robot made and designed by them. They are free to purchase any-

thing they wish as long as it meets with the rules. The work and time required can be very de-

manding but well worth the investment. Team members qualify for more than 25 million dol-

lars in scholarship money.  

   The Beal City team attended the Kickoff on January 9th where they watched the worldwide 

webcast and picked up their basic kit of parts for building their robot. January 10th they at-

tended a quick build in Grand Rapids where they began working on their Robot. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Students Teaching Health and Wellness in the Classroom 

     Mr. Fletcher’s 9th grade health class put together presentations about health and wellness 

to educate elementary classrooms. Mr. Fletcher and Marci Faber partnered together as part 

of Beal City School’s wellness committee to bring awareness to our younger students. These 

presentations included several important topics:  healthy eating, physical activity, sugars in 

food, how to read a label, my plate, sodium in food, fruits/vegetables on your plate and so 

much more.   

     This was a very positive experience for all involved. We went into classrooms in our ele-

mentary and  St. Joe’s on Monday, December 21st, 2015 and we are planning to make this an 

annual project to keep educating our students about the importance of wellness. Go to the 

Food Service page of our website, click on Wellness Resources and click on this article at the 

top of the page to view the slideshow of pictures.  



 

 

 

         SAT & ACT Study Sessions 

 

SAT & ACT study sessions will start Saturday 

February 13, 2016 at 9 a.m., and Sunday Febru-

ary 14th at 6 p.m.  You need to sign up by 3:00 

p.m. on Friday if you plan to attend either Sat-

urday or Sunday.  The study sessions will be cancelled if no student signs up by Friday.  Mr 

Jackson will let the BCEF know if there are students signed up to attend.  The BCEF Face-

book page will be updated if the study sessions are CANCELLED.  If you sign up to attend, 

please show up.  The BCEF and the BCEA members are all volunteering their time to give 

you the opportunity to study for these tests, please be respectful of their time and when you 

are there be respectful of the other students studying.  The study sessions will be for two 

hours both Saturday morning and Sunday night.  Study sessions will be available every 

weekend (except March 27th and April 2nd, the weekends of Spring Break) starting Febru-

ary 13 and will go all the way until April 10th.  The test date is April 12th.  We are happy to 

give you the opportunity to work on getting higher scores on the SAT, which could help 

you get more scholarship money for college, so take this opportunity seriously.   

“WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BE         

WHEN YOU GROW UP?” 

The BCEF is excited to announce that we 

will be posting a video produced by Joe 

Marchiando and Eric Schafer on our Fa-

cebook page.  Joe interviewed a number 

of Beal City students in elementary, mid-

dle school and high school and asked 

them “What do you want to be when you 

grow up?”  Joe and Eric did a great job 

on the video and the students stories are 

fun to watch.  Beal City has a wonderfully diverse group of students with many different 

goals.  The BCEF is finding opportunities such as the SAT study sessions and offering schol-

arships to our graduating seniors to help our students achieve their goals discussed in the 

video.     



Board Briefs 

The following was approved at a regular board meeting on January 18, 2016: 

 

- General Fund payments of $340,549.60, hot lunch payments of $14,484.42 and Ath-

letic Fund payments of $2,910.22. 

- The second reading of the revised Neola Policies as presented. 

  

 

To locate the Beal City Board of Education agenda and minutes from the monthly Board meetings, please see the Beal City 

website.  Click on District Info, Board of Education, then click on the Board of Education on the left hand side to receive a 

menu.  From there click on Meeting.         

Every year Beal City High School students 

have the opportunity to compete in the Busi-

ness Professionals Of America (BPA) pro-

gram through GI-TEC (Gratiot Isabella Tech-

nical Education Center) at Mt. Pleasant High 

School.  The BPA Regional Leadership Conference was held Saturday, January 9, 2016 at 

Central Michigan University.  Over 600 students from 29 Northern-Lower Peninsula high 

schools participated in 54 business related contests.   

Congratulations to Alexia Lynch for placing 6th in Prepared Speech.  She is now eligible to 

compete at the state competition in Grand Rapids March 17 – 20, 2016.  The top six finalists 

in individual competitions and the top two finalists in team competition can advance to the 

state competition.  Good Luck Alexia!!! 



 

 

Breakfast Logic 
Breakfast is a good thing! 

 

 

 

When students need to take achievement tests, schools strongly urge them to eat breakfast first 

on testing days. Why? Because we know that when students eat breakfast, they perform better 

and are better able to concentrate. Yet on “normal” days, many students fail to eat breakfast: 

they’re too busy, too tired, or just don’t know what to eat.  

 

Let’s help students to perform better every day, by making sure they eat a healthy breakfast at 

home or at school. 

 

Every morning our breakfast consists of these whole grain items: assorted pop tarts, 

muffins, uncrustables, donuts, cereal, yogurt, juice, cheese stick and milk. Students must 

choose a fruit and 2 grain items.  

 

Location: Aggie Cafeteria 

Breakfast time every day: 7:40-8:05 

Full pay price: $1.50 

Reduced: $.30 

  

Remember, no breakfast will be served if we have a delay.  

 

 

 

     

 

 

    Elvis Day Was A Hit In The Cafeteria 

The Beal City cafeteria was rockin’on January 8th for Elvis’ birthday! The cafeteria was decked 

out with Elvis memorabilia and the 50’s. Art, or as we like to call him, Elvis, sang and enter-

tained during all lunch hours. Students were singing, dancing and requesting songs. Everyone 

really enjoyed themselves. Check out the pictures we captured from this memorable event on 

the Food Service page of our website. The Aggie Cafe staff would like to thank everyone for 

their enthusiasm and especially to Art Fredericks for being our Elvis and showing everyone a 

good time. We will be celebrating Valentine’s Day with heart-shaped cookies on Feb. 12th!  
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Carnival Volunteers 

Snowfest Carnival is here!  Mark your calendar for Saturday, February 6th, from 4:00 p.m. – 

8:00 p.m..  We are in need of volunteers.  All volunteers will receive Snow Bucks which can be 

used at the concession stand (excludes cotton candy and sno-cones).  Anyone interested in 

volunteering can call the elementary office at 644-2740 or Jen Ames at 989-560-2302.  We have 

divided it up as follows: 

Friday Decorating    4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Saturday Set-up      11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Saturday 1st Shift    3:10 p.m. – 6:10 p.m. 

Saturday 2nd Shift   6:00 p.m.– 9:00 p.m. 

Saturday Clean-up   8:00 p.m.– 11:00 p.m. 

Cake-Walk Donations 

We also need donations for the Cake-Walk.  We are asking for baked goods packaged in 

quantities of approximately 6. Some ideas would be cinnamon rolls, brownies, cookies, cup-

cakes, etc.  These items can be brought in to school on Friday, February 5th or can be dropped 

off the day of the carnival after 11:00. 

Snowfest Poster Competition  

The winner of this year’s poster competition is Karly Smith. She will receive a free wristband 

for admission into the carnival and her poster will be used for carnival advertising.  Runners-

up were Morgan Wilson and Eric Noeker.  
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Beal City 
Baseball/Softball  

9 Pin No-Tap Bowling 

Tournament 

Saturday March 5, 2016 

1:00pm at Riverwood Resort 

Names: _____________________________ _________________________________ 

 

Contact Number: ____________   Payment: _____ Check (#______)       

 

For a Chance to win entry Fee back please Pre-Register by Feb. 26, 2016 

                                        Mail bottom half of form to: 

Brad Antcliff 5230 W. Beal City Rd. Weidman 48893 or put in Baseball mailbox 

in AD office. 

 

Cost: $25 per person 

Winners are not based on bowling ability! 

There will also be prize raffles and 50/50 drawings. 

 

All proceeds will go towards Beal City High School baseball and softball programs.  

Sick of being inside with the long cold winter?!?!?!  Come out of the 

house and have a blast while supporting the Beal City High School 

Softball and Baseball programs while we gear up for a great 2016 spring 

season!!  Go Aggies!!!! 





       

 

The Beal City Bands’ Tempo Club is selling 15oz Coffee Mugs - $15 Each  

Proceeds will help the Band purchase new instruments 

for our Marching Aggie Drumline! 

Ask a High School Band member about it or 

Contact Mr. Lowe, Diane in High School Office  

or Donna Horsley in the Media Center – Thank you! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 

 

Kitchen and Paraprofessional subs needed 

 

Beal City Public Schools is looking for kitchen and Paraprofessional subs.  All kitchen and paraprofessional subs will 
be paid by a third party management company but will be called by our staff to cover regular staff when they need 
time off.  We have a need for substitutes on a regular basis.  Also, when full time positions open substitutes are 
often first in line if interested in full time work.  Please contact Marci Faber at 644-3901 to get more information on 
subbing in the kitchen.  Please contact Melissa Hall at 644-2740 to get more information on subbing as a 
paraprofessional in the elementary. 





    Rules for Parents 

Drawing on the latest scientific studies of adolescents, Laurence Steinberg, a professor of 

psychology at Temple University, offers this advice for the parents of teens 

 

WHAT YOU DO MATTERS 

Many parents mistakenly believe that by the time children have become teenagers, there's 

nothing more a parent can do.  Wrong.  Studies clearly show that good parenting continues 

to help teenagers develop in healthy ways, stay out of trouble and do well in school. 

 

YOU CAN'T BE TOO LOVING 

Don't hold back when it comes to pouring on the praise and showing physical affection.  

There is no evidence that adolescents are harmed by having parents who are unabashedly 

loving - as long as you don't embarrass them in front of their friends. 

 

STAY INVOLVED 

Many parents who were actively involved in their child's life during the early years 

withdraw when their child becomes a teenager.  This is a mistake.  It's just as important for 

you to be involved now – maybe even more so.  Participate in school programs.  Get to 

know your child's friends.  Spend time together. 

 

ADAPT YOUR PARENTING 

Many parenting strategies that work at one age stop working at the next stage of 

development.  As children get older, for example, their ability to reason improves 

dramatically, and they will challenge you if what you are asking doesn't make sense.   

 

SET LIMITS 

The most important thing children need from their parents is love, but a close second is 

structure.  Even teenagers need rules and limits.  Be firm but fair.  Relax your rules bit by bit 

as your child demonstrates more maturity.  If he or she can't handle the freedom, tighten the 

reins and try again in a few months.  

 

FOSTER INDEPENDENCE 

Many parents erroneously equate their teenager's drive for independence with 

rebelliousness, disobedience or disrespect.  It's healthy for adolescents to push for 

autonomy.  Give your children the psychological space they need to learn to be self-reliant, 

and resist the temptation to micromanage.   

 

EXPLAIN YOUR DECISIONS 

Good parents have expectations, but in order for your teenager to live up to them, your 

rules and decisions have to be clear and appropriate.  As your child becomes more adept at 

reasoning, it's no longer good enough to say "Because I said so." 
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   BUS DRIVER SUBS NEEDED 

Beal City Public Schools is in need of bus driver subs.  No 

experience is necessary.  If interested please contact the 

Superintendent's Office at 989-644-3901.   


